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The rapid proliferation of social media platforms in India has transformed communication, governance,
and social interaction. However, concerns have grown about the negative impact of excessive social
media use on adolescents, including increased anxiety, depression, cyberbullying, and exposure to
misinformation. Recent studies and global policy trends highlight these risks, with countries like
Australia introducing strict age-verification laws to protect children online. In India, regulatory
frameworks such as the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics |.
Code) Rules, 2021, and the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023, have introduced compliance
and parental consent requirements, but enforcement and privacy challenges persist.
A parliamentary committee has recommended stricter measures, including mandatory age verification
for social media access and time restrictions for minors. Civil society groups and parents support
stronger protections, citing rising cases of mental health issues and online harassment among teenagers.
ngever, digital rights activists warn that such measures could infringe on privacy, lead to data
mlsuse,.and exclude marginalized youth who lack access to official identification. Social media
companies argue thaF oYel‘ly stringent regulations may stifle digital innovation and free expression.
Youare a senior official in the Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology tasked with drafting
:nr;e:r::;lilcc;; tcc:):gic::;st;ic;lescent safety on social media while balancing competing ethical, legal.
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media in India. .
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What values and principles should guide your decision-making in this context?

Suggest. a b_ala.nced poli‘cy approach that addresses adolescent mental health and safety without
unduly infringing on privacy or digital rights. —

(d) 3qu ifa i fwan TR, SRt s TR 1 wewifir fag wer grread




4 S e e ST R T o

T (T 5 or S Wd—’l?/

. pw @ & feeaT &

&) <T@ic Gy ST~ 2 et S
'W@:ww:, 7 e 35 iy
| &l i o 2 HUAT 3

1

R aT ST ) st P

0434

T UCT S§ qC JI9qe o i)




2

A

%

A

L wae Ay & g OC e
far oo = z@p@mﬁr oC |

/L‘C) {:fw(v/ *f}‘ -<j@7 — m/éCH Jmﬁﬁ?rq
L %J?—‘S\‘d:rg %—:B_LC%T qTﬁT"ﬂ:‘:HT’

@‘“3(‘7‘9’" ?n%'&'ﬂ_{-‘“—e—wﬁ,
ﬁaﬁ'w#&i‘}—#r@a
/%T{Tu?/\@rg T e

«-muwm- /BTBﬁ‘om?T m(—-gmﬁpﬂé
A @AW ’.7‘)7?277' %—7*?727@57—* 3’7- 777%__

—m*a}ﬁ—,em% ?’W’/ { AT
DT o femsmr 7 ST o
A o ﬁmﬂ_@_/
L - iy o T FRT CA A
W% 570 57"37% %‘7?77@}]

O gTET T e S s

(© ST 8 e 3 it

\ —

@ ap qé ’1@\{ =1 Te(./pealc/ Y - UN Convenhion Ppf |

the Rta’\fs of child|F 1

S ~
@y TRemy M ATTE I G gﬁjﬁ

Cangiqay, oy

"Mt on this 1




£ ~T7%]] H775b77 Ey2>yey s 72%}_%\&@
gt & Aty G- leh

O T T R B g 4
Aacqd]  ( DP D P Act 2523) |

(P T ot gy 3= gmer ﬂ?"n‘ ot P
vty ( ekt Tafa) | 2 |
@ @77%? ST T FEC ‘%’277__7772*%75

(L1 Qe 2800 F~ efz] | €6)]
@Wv} (st @rEICar %) 9T 6) A
( 373777 )
W FhH70) D TRt ER T S
CY, ?)? et ST K

2-;1”( B 37 —

/4
ﬁ’{(@ q/(C/{?‘/NL g @W%% %5.05_

—

: o T
1 z~ 7/ % %“}@‘W W/

\ -— /‘
‘@7%1777_ o %‘ d)/’f(‘/O//nr{AF ‘iv;/\“W q:,7.7—/

: b s, \FTIHITE THa? % o
—— < 7T

7 (ﬁ&{f;ﬁ'f “?43’7[5/‘(9‘—*—/\%‘7 79977




-32‘1/—«17'@7 (ﬁc&;ﬁéww )
72?7&}6—‘.1 A wa/srquW %) "g”[”"“rw

& Féo/&//‘*’f/ “5} @F@wb/dﬂ
707&4"77 2T 7~ GGl o0 9(-//&

ATy L
‘ éj %‘W—J‘ 67/@,(;/77/7 47 ¢ *777'7?377

W‘ﬁmﬁﬁﬁ%%—/

sigfem A =] 537 St boear ol o
A + FAfaREYO] + Paial L d1 e |

STHCSHT IS 20X »7\ sC %—

@’27“‘/ #%ﬁw s?\r |
._ & R W?‘ %?ﬁa—«w-gawg"
W 15275 %"7 |

.‘°. ¢ il '
T QM; e\?‘w ) Overall, HT9&T i auedty &
/ B s amiE _iaE & s |
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